Figure 1. Maria de Jesus da Conceicdo Ferreira Fonseca (1956-2013). Photo: Luiz Eduardo Ferreira Fonseca.
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Maria de Jesus da Conceicao Ferreira Fonseca (1956-2013): colleague and friend
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The biologist, Maria de Jesus da Conceicdo Ferreira Fonseca,
known as Jesus (Figure 1). Her large professional life started
in the 1980s as a zoologist (Entomologist) student at Museu
Paraense Emilio Goeldi (MPEG). However, her polyvalent
vision and intention to embrace the world with her hand
made her interested in Elementary Education, which
she helped to flourish in Belém, where she worked as a
fundamental teacher at Secretaria de Estado de Educacao
(SEDUC) from 1977 to 2007. She did her Specialization
degree in Regional education problems (1985), Master’s
degree in Education (1996), and doctoral degree in Biological
Sciences (2003) at the Universidade Federal do Pard (UFPA).

Known as the Para realist, Jesus worked in
multidisciplinary areas, acting in education, research and
extension. Thus, she attended courses to work with children
and teenagers and develop /atu and sensu strictu graduate
programs such as “Criacdo de Mestrado nas Instituicbes de
Ensino Superior — [ES” (Rearing Master degree on Higher
Education Institutions — HEI). Thereafter, she led the
coordination of some actions such as “Projovem Urbano”
and “Formacdo Inicial e Continuada de Formadores” in
basic education level, and further collaboration in the
creation and coordination of the Biological Diversity in
Amazonia course in Pro-Science Program in graduate level,
in the Education program (Master’s degree) at Universidade
do Estado do Para (UEPA).

As administrator at UEPA, she was the Coordinator
for the Centro de Ciéncias Sociais e Educacio (Center for
Social Sciences and Education), Master’s Degree Program in
Education, and Nucleus of Studies in Scientific, Environmental
and Social Practices (NECAPS), among others.

In human resources formation at UEPA, she was the
advisor for 29 students in start sciences; 29 undergraduate
Monographs, 34 Specialization (Short graduate course)
and six Master’s Degree students. She left the following
publications to the Academy: 15 papers in indexed
periodics, six organized books, 20 book chapters, ten
texts in divulgate Journals and reviews, and 42 abstracts
in Scientific Events. She coordinated and collaborated
in seven researcher lines, most of them in Education,
giving emphasis to “Producdo, apropriacdo e difusdo
do conhecimento/formacdo continuada/informatica
educativa” (Production, approval and knowledge diffusion/
continuous development/educational computing),
“Sociobiodiversidade e educacido” (Sociobiodiversity and
education) and “Saberes culturais e educagdo na Amazoénia”
(Cultural know how and education in Amazonia).

She was known for her capacity to help everyone,
her collaboration in many committees (at undergraduate
and graduate programs and public concourses at research
and education institutions), the comments she gave

at local, regional and national levels, such as MPEG,
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SEDUC, UEPA, UFPA, Secretaria Executiva de Ciéncia,
Tecnologia e Meio Ambiente (SECTAM), her role as an
Associagdo Nacional de Pés-Graduagdo e Pesquisa em
Educacdo (ANPED) membership, among others. Also,
she was a collaborator in politic-pedagogical projects at
some public and private institutions, such as prefectures
and secretaries. It is relevant to mention her large
collaborations at the academy to everyone who sought
her help and the advice and support she gave while always
smiling and holding confidence to help them.

As a good professional, she received seven prizes
and many honors. Thus, the fields of Education and Science
lost a researcher and educator that loved her activities and
worked with impeccable ethics and respect to all.

Her activities for Environmental Education stimulated
everyone, and the proud members of NECAPS,
“necapianos”, as an exemplary leader and founder. Her
way to fight for the ideal “We are the future that we seek”,
motto, once spoken by Gandhi, was suitably shown on a
banner during her last homage.

And we, like friends of everyday, only have to
thank for the great personal and professional legacy she
allowed us to share.
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